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‘So do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will
bring worries of its own.
Today’s trouble is enough for today.’
MATTHEW 6.34

Dear Parents/Carers
Well, we have made it to the end of what has been the strangest, most challenging and
complicated term I have seen in my 29 years in education and hope that there is no repetition
before retirement drags me away to a secluded spot where I can sit in peace and not take
responsibility for anything! I keep telling my own children that school/university days are the
best days of your life but this year has not been proof of that. (Although my son would
disagree having got away with no GCSE exams!).
I wanted to sincerely express my gratitude for the wonderful comments, emails, phone
conversations and playground chats we have had with parents over the last few months, when
you have been in to drop off and pick up your children. They have all been so positive and
really helped to spur us on when directive after directive has flown into my inbox and we have
had to come up with another ‘plan’. We have listened carefully to comments you have made
and changed a few things to try to accommodate where we could. As I said in one of my
letters, if it didn’t happen it was because it wasn’t possible. We have had so many meetings to
work out different situations and thought of every scenario. So the positive comments have
been very pleasing to hear. I will add that it has been quite disappointing to have seen and
heard the few negative comments whispered in the WhatsApp wilderness from those who have
clearly not really understood just how hard the staff here have worked throughout this
unprecedented saga. I won’t dwell on this but always wish that people knew the full facts
before making a comment. On a more positive note I would also like to thank you all for the
gifts the staff and I have received. Your extraordinary generosity is very much appreciated by
all staff and if I drank all the alcohol I have received, starting tonight, I don’t think I would be
sober by September! (Ready, steady…go!).
Anyway, as we finish I want to wish you all a happy and healthy summer and hope that if you
manage to get away you stay safe and well and we look forward to seeing the children in
September raring to go. We will all be rested and we have much work ahead of us to get back
on track. I know we can do it but it needs to be done together.
We are so sad that we couldn’t say goodbye in the usual
way to our Year 6 leavers but hope that they enjoyed all our
efforts to make it as good as we could. We are confident
that they will flourish next year in their new schools and we
wish them every success.
One final thanks.…to the PTA (and parents) for the
lovely and thoughtful plaque I was presented with
yesterday (see left). It will be hung by the main
office for all time…!
See you in September.
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Key worker fun during lockdown!

Page 2

Achieving | Believing | Caring

Page 3

Recent Events
Here are
some of the
members of
Wrens class
enjoying a
zoom chat

School News
We say a sad farewell to Mr Davis who has been at St Lawrence since
2014. Firstly as a student teacher, then teaching and working his way up
to Head of Year 5 which he has managed successfully
for the last two years:
“It has been an amazing experience, I have learnt a lot and will look back
on my time at St Lawrence as a major stepping stone in my career and
will never forget the support of pupils, parents and staff.
I am looking forward to my next adventure.”
He is moving to a different part of the country with his young family and we wish
him good luck for his next role and happiness in his new life.
Also leaving us is Mr Bowyer, who although has only been with us since
the start of the year, has certainly made an impression. His time here has
inspired him to become a teacher and he will shortly begin his
teacher training. We wish him well for his future.
In June Mrs El-Khenssa joined as a Cleaner and has been doing a fantastic job.
We are welcoming more new members of staff in September:
Ms Raymonde who will be Head of Year 4, teaching Herons class. Miss White
teaching Year 3’s Wrens class and Mrs Miah as a Teaching Assistant.
We hope they enjoy their time here at St Lawrence .
We now have to say goodbye to our lovely Year 6 children who, despite having the
most unconventional last year, have shown that they epitomised our St Lawrence
values in Achieving, Believing and Caring throughout their whole time here.
We are very proud of them and watching them grow from Year 3 to Year 6 has been
a privilege. Good luck to each and every one of you.
We are looking forward to meeting our new Year 3 pupils who will be joining us in
September. We hope you are all excited to be joining our school community!
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SEN News by Mrs Uwai
As we reach the end of term, I would like to thank you for your support in working
alongside staff to get the very best for children who have additional needs.
Starting a fresh term in September, I would like to remind you that pastoral care
remains a priority at St Lawrence and we are committed to delivering high quality in
school assistance and advice where possible in the following ways:
Our School Counsellor (Vanessa Wright) who is able to offer counselling to three
individual pupils at a time; our Home School Link Worker (Teresa Doe) who is on hand
every Wednesday morning (starting 2nd September 2020) to meet and greet in the
playground or pay a 'distance' home/garden visit and finally our two ELSAs
(Mrs Riding and Mrs Hanson) who are available in school to offer weekly 1:1 or small
group sessions to support children's emotional well-being and development. If you
would like to discuss making a referral, please feel free to contact me
via the school office.
We have been pleased to offer emotional help to all pupils on the SEN register who
have additional needs during Lockdown and have received very positive feedback
about this support.
Over the past four months, Mrs Cary and I have sent out lots of Parentmail messages
with signposts for well-being, so if you do find yourself in need over the
summer holidays then hopefully these will be of help.

Wishing you all a safe and happy summer break.
Mrs Uwai - Inclusion Leader

Wishing you all a very happy, healthy summer holidays
and we look forward to seeing the children back at
school in September

Autumn Term begins Tuesday 1st September (INSET)
Children return: Wednesday 2nd September
(Summer or winter uniform may be worn)

