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“A new commandment I give unto you,
that ye love one another…’
JOHN 13.34

Dear Parents/Carers
Christmas is almost upon us and the staff and children are definitely
ready for a break!
We have had a very long half term full of many great things that you will find in this
Newsletter. Sports events, year group visits, visitors, coupled with plenty of hard work
means that we have had a very successful term.
We had a great book week with a visiting author and, through your generosity, sold
many books at the book fair resulting in money for the school to replenish our stock.
Our wonderful PTA have been helping with a new set of Ipads (which are on the way)
and money given to each year group towards trips for the children.
We enjoyed a very ‘cool’ experience at the fantastic Year 4 production and Christmas
Disco thanks to our new Air Conditioning units in the hall (a special thanks to
Mr Barrington-Brown for providing these units). The production of Silent Night was
well acted, well sung and very professional. Congratulations to all Year 4 children and
staff. We had two great Carol Concerts to end the term.
I would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year.
We look forward to seeing the children refreshed and ready for action on
Tuesday 7th January 2020.

Attendance for the second half
of Autumn Term:
Robins: 97.3% Swifts: 94.9% Wrens: 97.0%
Merlins: 97.1% Ospreys: 95.3%
Parrots: 93.8% Quetzals: 96.5% Toucans: 95.9%
Eagles: 95.5% Kites: 95.0% Owls: 96.0%
Congratulations to Robins Class
on achieving 97.3% attendance!

Congratulations to Pine House on
winning the House Cup this term
and have earned themselves a
mufti day on Friday 10th January.
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Year 3 Recent Events
Year 3 Prehistoric Day

“First Mrs Whitfield took a picture of us in our costumes. Next we made our
prehistoric projects. We made up prehistoric beasts and wrote a small paragraph
about it. After that we had a workshop about the Stone-age to the Iron-age.”
Words by Millie (Robins)
This week Year 3 visited the Riverhouse Barn to see A Christmas Carol
Next term their topic is based around Geography

Year 4 Recent Events
Along with performing their Christmas production
‘Silent Night’ (see page 5) Year 4 visited the Riverhouse Barn to see
a different show ‘A Christmas Carol’.
They also had the chance to see a display of
the Silhouette Puppets that they made
in a recent workshop.
Next term Year 4’s topic is: Romans
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Year 5 Recent Events
British Museum
As part of their topic on Ancient Greece Year 5 visited the British Museum
“At the British Museum, we looked at lots of
different Greek pots and looked at the different
pieces of art painted on them.“
“We enjoyed the trip because we got to look at
lots of different Greek pots and find out more
about Ancient Greek lives.”

Strangeface Mask Workshop
Year 5 also enjoyed a visit from the
Strangeface Theatre Company
Next term Year 5’s topic is: Space

Year 6 Recent Events
Royal Courts of Justice Trip
Last month Year 6 travelled by train up to
the Royal Courts of Justice in London….
“When we went to The Royal Courts of
Justice, we had a great time! The
entrance hall was huge and made out of
marble. We followed our guide to an
empty court room and re-enacted a court
case about cyber-bullying. After the trial,
the defendant was found guilty. We then
went into the long corridor and looked at
costumes worn by previous judges. It was
a tremendous day; we had lots of fun!"
Braden and Freddie (Eagles)
“When we went to The Royal Courts of Justice, we had a really good time!. Personally, my favourite
part was acting out a real trial about cyber-bullying. I was the judge, so I got to sit in a comfy chair,
right at the front of the room and shout, "ORDER... ORDER... ORDER IN COURT!" and wear
a wig and robe. It was so fun!" Sophie (Eagles)
"We had a great time there. We got to see the real gowns and wigs the judges used to wear.
My favourite part was being Maria Ivanova, the victim. It was a fun trip." Anna-Maria (Eagles)
Next term Year 6’s topic is: The British Monarchy and WWII
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Book Week 18th—23rd November
“This year's Fairy Tale themed Book
Week started with a visit from the
author Katie Dale, who was very
entertaining and inspired some
fantastic writing on the theme of
"Twisted" Fairy Tales.
Similarly, our Dress-Up Day was a crazy
mix of princesses, Little Pigs and even
a giant! Our Fairy Tale theme also
resulted in some fantastic work, both
from the Book Week homework and
from our poster competition.
Congratulations to all the winners!
Thank you to everybody who
bought books from the Book
Fair. We raised around £850
which means we have about
£500 to spend on books for
the school. A special thank
you to our team of Governors, who ran the fair every
day.” (Mrs Whitfield—Literacy
Coordinator)

Thank you and Well Done to Mrs Whitfield on
another successful Book Week.
It is with much sadness that we have been informed that Jane Davey passed away
last Friday. Jane was the School Business Manager at St Lawrence
for nearly twenty years up until her early retirement in 2016.
She moved to Dorset and enjoyed the country life, especially her
lovely garden, in the last three years.
Jane was instrumental in the planning of our new school build and
having been a Governor for over ten years was a true ambassador
of our St Lawrence values and ethos.
She was a lady of great faith, and kindness, and will be greatly
missed.
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Year 4 Christmas Production
“The Year four Christmas
presentation was a wonderful
retelling of the origins of the
lovely Christmas carol, Silent
Night. Set in an authentic
Germanic village with its beautiful
snowy back drop, the children
were cast as villagers,
maintenance workers,
snowflakes, mice, musicians and

a pastor, all filled with energy and joy.
Mice flitted across the stage, builders
procrastinated brilliantly, villagers and
musicians stood out dressed in their red
braces, skirts and long red socks, whilst
snow fall was represented by children with
ribbons dancing in gentle,
colourful lighting.
We were enthralled with the acting,
singing and dancing. The children were
incredible in the way they remembered
their positions, the actions to the songs
and their interaction with each other,
sometimes appearing from the back of
the hall, to the side and from behind
scenery. It was amazing to discover that
they had only been rehearsing for less
than two weeks. Such a lot of hard
work had gone into this wonderful
presentation, well done
Year Four.”

Words by Vicar Anne
(Governor) December 2019
Your generous donations raised nearly
£150 towards our school charity
The Mental Health Foundation.
Thank you.
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School Events
Thank you to Mrs Cary for
organising and preparing the choir
especially for the Walton Voices
Concert at St Paul’s (see photo).
Our pupils were exceptional and
sang with a 100 strong adult choir
with live music. Very well done!
We also had this year’s Christingle
service which was organised and
led by Miss Carter. It took place
on the afternoon of Friday 29th
November when all the pupils
participated in the service at
St Paul’s church.

By donating to
wear a Christmas
jumper last Friday
the children and
staff raised £170
for the Save the
Children charity.
There were some
very festive
designs on show!

SEN News by Mrs Uwai
Dear Parents/Carers,
We have had a busy half-term and marked some important
pastoral events as follows:

Anti-Bullying Week 11th - 15th November 2019
We held a whole school assembly and a PSHE lesson in each class which was
dedicated to the theme 'Change Starts with Us'. Part of our class work was to
discuss what positive steps we have in place already to support children and what
ideas each class could come up with to make our school even more supportive.
Parrots class came up with these fantastic ideas: 'smile more', 'a whole school
joke box', 'more links with younger children', 'children playtime monitors',
'pyjama day' and finally, 'whole school circle time'. I am looking forward to
implementing these over the course of next year!
Tea & Talk
On Wednesday 4th December we held a whole school event for staff, governors,
children & parents/carers in aid of The Mental Health Foundation. During Structured
Play at lunchtime, members of SP were invited to bring a guest to a tea party and we
spent time in chatting circles and then doing a craft activity. The children felt happy
to all come together and share this event with a friend.
£38.50 was raised for the Foundation.
Looking ahead to the new year, Teresa Doe is starting a new Parenting Puzzle
course mid-January on Wednesday mornings for 10 weeks. If you would like
further information about this, please ask me or Teresa.
Wishing you all a lovely Christmas break,
Mrs Uwai
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Sports News by Mrs Rey
We have had another busy half-term of sport and PE. Alongside our PE lessons, we have had
ESP and Mr Paddington teaching the children different sports (on a rota). We are all looking
forward to this continuing next term too. We have been very busy with our extra—curricular
activities and I am very proud of the experiences and opportunities we have been able to
provide for the children. There are going to be other sporting events and friendlies during
the Spring and Summer terms and I would like to give as many children as possible the
chance to participate.
A special thank you to the parents who help train the children in netball and football - they
have loved training and playing and we couldn’t do it without you.

“Boys’ football: the training has been fun this term. Over the term, we have played three
league matches, a tournament and a friendly. The football league games are finished for us
this year but we will continue to train and hopefully play some
friendly matches against other schools.” By Matthew and Ben
“Girls’ football: we have continued to train once a week on a Friday.
We have been playing matches, training and practising taking
penalties as well as other skills. We have also been playing league
matches against local schools. Our best result was a 5-1 win. We
have one more league game to play early next term against St Albans and are hoping to win
that and make it through to the next round.” By Louise and Raphael
Netball: Netball has been lots of fun this term! Over the season, we get many chances to
train and play in matches. We have learned a lot of skills and our team work has improved.
Thank you to the parents who volunteer to help up. The league matches start next term and
our first match will be against Claygate.” By Jess, Hannah and Bess

Have a lovely Christmas break!

A polite reminder about uniform: please remember to ensure your child has spare
socks, suitable footwear, navy tracksuit bottoms, navy shorts and a navy PE sweatshirt
and that they are all named.

Wishing you all a very Merry Christmas
and a Happy, Healthy and Prosperous New Year!

Spring term begins: Monday 6th January 2020—INSET

Children Return: Tuesday 7th January 2020

